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CLOWN
Ushma Shah
Let me
pantomime
into your
shaggy broad-brimmed straw hat
and
baggy paint-slopped trousers
Inflate me
with a
Santa Claus eushion
Dunk me
in white
eireus spirit
Costume me
with streaks of
rainbow Crayola
and a
crocodile tear
Slap me
a blaring siren
and a
bowling ball bomb
Pour me
a drunken bounce
into my
jester shoes
I want to
shoot a smile
to the
shy
little
Indian girl
who wishes
she
were
you.
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